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Stretching from the Sea of Japan’s curving coastline up into rugged, mountain-
ous terrain, impossibly picturesque Kaga City enjoys the best of all worlds. 
Flourishes of the area’s rich historical, cultural and artistic heritage are 
everywhere to be seen. From relaxing hot springs and magnificent vistas, to 
natural wonders and the freshest seafood around, Kaga offers it all.

Discover K AGA

Kaga City Tourism Association
Shinkansen: Kagaonsen Station
Phone: +81-(0)761-72-7906
kokusai@city.kaga.lg.jp
https://visitkaga.jp
Instagram: visit.kaga.area 
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Hop on the Shinkansen 
to Enjoy Onsen 
in Kaga City!
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Connected to Kanazawa by the Hokuriku Shinkansen line, Kaga City is near both the 

mountains and the sea, features a historic castle town, and is dotted with traditional 

villages. The region’s diverse natural beauty supports seasonal ingredients, traditional 

crafts such as lacquerware and pottery, and Japan’s cherished hot springs. The three hot 

spring towns—Yamanaka, Yamashiro, and Katayamazu—attract many tourists, including 

families enjoying day-use baths and groups staying at ryokans to fully experience the hot 

springs and local cuisine. The journey from Kanazawa Station to Kagaonsen Station takes 

just 18 minutes by bullet train. Don’t miss the chance to enjoy Kaga’s renowned hot springs!
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Living in KAGA
Author Hannah Kirshner

fell in love with the rural town
of Yamanaka in Kaga City

and decided to live there

Katayamazu Onsen is a serene town located 
on the t ranqui l shores of Lake Shibayama, 
o f f e r i n g  r e s t o r a t i v e  h o t  s p r i n g s  a n d  
resplendent v iews. The town’s mineral-r ich 
baths are fed by a hot spring at the bottom of 
the lake. Unlike the bathhouses of Yamanaka 
and Yamashi ro Onsen , Katayamazu Onsen 
features a str ik ing and contemporary public 
bath designed by the celebrated archi tect , 
Yo s h i o  Ta n i g u c h i .  K a t a y a m a z u  O n s e n  i s  
enchanting all year round. In addition to winter 
onsen bathing, you can enjoy the lake and its 
beautiful views throughout the seasons. Cycle 
around the lake on a scenic 7km bike trail, or 
t ake ad vant age o f  boa t r ide s and fish ing 
excursions available from spring to autumn.

Nestled at the foothills of the sacred Mount 
H a k u s a n ,  Ya m a s h i r o  O n s e n  i s  h o m e  t o  
historical sites and the renowned Kutani-yaki 
porcelain, famous for i ts intr icate pat terns. 
Rejuvenate in Yamashiro Onsen’s two public 
bathhouses, known for their medical waters 
that are said to relieve joint and muscle pain 
and help to clear skin complaints. In the town 
c e n t r e ,  y o u ’ l l  fi n d  K o - s o y u ,  a  u n i q u e  
bathhouse that spectacular ly recreates the 
archi tecture and bathhouse cul ture of the 
Meiji era (1868-1912). The other bathhouse, 
Soyu, is a modern facility with multiple baths 
and standard equipment.

Hidden in the mountains along the Daishoji 
River lies the scenic town of Yamanaka Onsen. 
In an open square at the hear t of the town, 
y o u ’ l l  fi n d  K i k u  n o  Yu ,  a  h i s t o r i c  p u b l i c  
bathhouse that has been welcoming visitors 
f o r  13 0 0 ye a r s .  I n  add i t i on to t he pub l i c  
bathhouse, lav ish r yokans (Japanese inns) 
throughout the town offer onsen bathing, with 
s o m e p r o v id i n g  d a y-b a t h in g o p t i o n s  f o r  
non-guests. Take a moment to appreciate the 
s c e n e r y ,  c o n s i d e r e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  
spectacular in the reg ion. Be sure to st rol l 
down Yuge Kaido Street, where you can shop 
f o r  l o c a l  s p e c i a l i t i e s  s u c h a s  Ya m a n a k a 
lacquerware and sake.
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❻Kiku no Yu Public Bathhouse ［菊の湯］ 
A bustling communal bathhouse that is 
popular with locals and tourists alike. 
There is also a free outdoor foot 
bath, perfect for relaxing your 
tired feet after a day of exploring.

❶Kakusenkei Gorge ［鶴仙渓］
A scen ic wa lk ing pa th fo l lows the 
Daishoji River as it winds through the 
gorge. This path features three bridges, 
including the iconic Ayatori Bridge, and 
of fers breathtak ing v iews in ever y 
season. In the fall, you can admire the 
stunning autumn foliage while enjoying 
r e f r e s h m e n t s  a t  t h e  “ K a w a d o k o ”  
r i ver s ide ca fé .  Hannah de l ight s in 
walking this path almost every day.

Hannah Kirshner
Hannah grew up on a small farm outside 
Seat t le and s tudied paint ing at the 
Rhode Island School of Design (RISD). 
Now based in Brooklyn and Yamanaka, she 
w o r k s  a s  a  f r e e l a n c e  j o u r n a l i s t  f o r  
publications including the New York Times and 

The Atlantic. Her book, Water, Wood, 
a n d  W i l d  Th i n g s ,  ( w h i c h  s h e  a l s o  
illustrated) explores traditional handcrafts 
and food-mak ing in Yamanaka , inter t win ing these 
practices with the local landscape and way of life. 

❺Matsuura Shuzo ［松浦酒造］
A sake brewer y wi th a h is tor y 
spanning 14 generations. Hannah 
had the honor of being the first 
female brewer in its long history. 
You can enjoy a sake tasting (for a 
f e e )  o r  s a v o r  
their soft serve 
ice cream made 
with sake lees.

❹Choraku ［長樂］ 
For lunch, Hannah recommends 
the shoyu ramen at Choraku. She 
says the soup is so l ight and 
nour ishing she could dr ink i t 
e v e r y  d a y .  T h i s  C h i n e s e  
res taurant is famous for i t s 
handmade gyoza, so you must order those too! 

❸Yuge Kaido Street ［ゆげ街道］ 
The main street is ideal for shopping, 
o f f e r ing a  va r i e t y  o f  shop s and 
galleries to explore. For craft enthusi-
asts, be sure to visit “GATOMIKIO/1,” a 
Yamanaka lacquerware shop, and 
“Amu Shop & Cafe,” which features a 
select ion of special t y craf ts and 
foods.

❷Mugen-an Samurai House ［無限庵］
This was built by the Yokoyama family, 

who served as the Kaga Domain’s 
chief retainers for generations. It is 
now a museum showcasing the 
ar t istry and craf tsmanship of 
wooden architecture. Hannah 
recommends visiting the café for 

m a t c h a  a n d  
s w e e t s  w i t h  a  

view of the gorge. A 
f r i e n d l y  l a d y  w a r m l y  
welcomes guests.

amanaka, a serene hot spring town in Kaga City, 
is nestled in lush green valleys where traditional 
ways of living flourish in harmony with nature. 

Hannah Kirshner, an American writer, resides in this 
quaint town. Hannah has always been fascinated by 

handcrafted objects. 
When she first came to 
Yamanaka in 2015 to 
apprentice at a sake 
bar, she discovered a 
wide variety of artists 
and c ra f t smen who 
s h a p e  t h e  l o c a l  

community and culture. Falling in love with the place, 
she signed a contract with an American publisher and 
immersed herself in the local traditions, learning about 
sake brewing, woodworking, duck hunting, and charcoal 
making. By the time her book, Water, Wood, and Wild 
Things, was published in 2021, she’d decided to stay in 
the town.

annah lives in 
a  c h a r m i n g  
house on the 

edge of the hot spring 
t o w n ,  s a n d w i c h e d  
between mountains 
and a river. In addition 
to writing for the New 
York T imes and producing podcasts, she enjoys 
traditional culinary crafts at home. She grows her own 
vegetables, makes herbal teas, and pickles Japanese 
plums.  As Hannah strolls through the streets, her 
elderly neighbors warmly greet her, often sparking 
friendly conversations. Though she may stand out as a 

foreign resident in this traditional 
community, she has truly found 
her place here.

u r r e n t l y ,  H a n n a h  i s  
dedicat ing her t ime to 
renovating a 100-year-old 

tradit ional house next to her 
home. She’s tackling much of the 
w o r k  h e r s e l f  a n d  p l a n s  t o  
transform it into a kitchen studio 

Y

H
for workshops, retreats, and community gatherings, 
although it may take some time.

“In contemporary America, nature is typically either 
protected and untouched, or exploited for resources, 
says Hannah, “but in some places in Japan I could see 
another way, where humans are active participants in 
an ecosystem.” In preparation for her next book, she’s 
observing the revival and reinvention of farming and forestry 
practices that cooperate with nature.

Yamanaka is a charming town to explore, with scenic walking paths along the 
gorge and a main street lined with cafés and shops. Hannah has 
recommended a walking route that includes her favorite spots and 
frequently visited places.
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C
❼Washu Bar Engawa ［和酒BAR 縁がわ］  
This cozy sake bar with a stunning collection 
of local lacquerware is open day and night, 
making it easy to visit . The owner, Mr. 
Shimoki, first invited Hannah to visit 
Yamanaka. While work ing here, she 

l e a r n e d  a b o u t  
s ake ,  m e t  m any 
p e o p l e ,  a n d  
gradually adapted to 
life in Yamanaka. 

From Kanazawa Station to 
K a g a o n s e n  S t a t i o n :  1 8  
minutes by Shinkansen, then 
30 minutes by local bus.
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Hannah Kirshner enjoys a cup of coffee at Mugen-an.

*The “Kawadoko” riverside café is closed 
from 1 December to 31 March. 
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